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Existing methods: Generate 
structured ratings for an entity

[Lu et al., 2009; Lerman et al., 2009;..]

Opinion Summary for iPod



structured formatČ useful, 
but not enough!

To know more: read many 
redundant sentences

Opinion Summary for iPod





}Summarize the major opinions
ƁWhat are the major complaints/praise in an 

aspect?

}Concise
ƁEasily digestible
ƁViewable on smaller screens

}Readable
ƁEasily understood



}Important information summarized

}Concise

}Readable

òThe ƛtƘƻƴŜΩǎbattery lasts long 
and is cheap but ƛǘΩǎ bulky. 





}Widely studied for years
[Radevet al.2000; Erkan& Radev, 2004; Mihalcea& TarauΣ нллпΧϐ

}But, not suitable for:
Ɓ Generating concise summaries 
Ɓ Summarizing highly redundant text

}Problems
o Bias:with limit on summary size

o selected sentence may have missed critical info

o Verbose:May contain irrelevant information
o not suitable for smaller devices



}Widely studied for years
[Radevet al.2000; Erkan& Radev, 2004; Mihalcea& TarauΣ нллпΧϐ

}But, not suitable for:
Ɓ Generating concise summaries 
Ɓ Summarizing highly redundant text

}Problems
o Bias:with limit on summary size

o selected sentence may have missed critical info
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Extractive
Abstractive



Existing methods:
}Some methods require manual effort 

[DeJong1982] [Radevand McKeown1998] [Finley and Harabagiu2002]

¶Need to define templatesto be filled

}Some methods rely heavily on NL 
understanding 
[Saggionand Lapalme2002] [Jing and McKeown2000]

¶Domain dependent

¶Impractical ςhigh computational costs


